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December/January
City Council regular meetings: December 10, January 14 and 28 at 7 p.m.
City Council work sessions: December 17, January 22 at 6:30 p.m.
City Council budget hearing: December 3 at 7 p.m.
Citizen Advisory Commission meeting: December 11, January 8 at 7 p.m.
Human Rights Commission meetings: December 11, January 7 at 7 p.m.
Planning Commission meeting: December 4, January 2 at 7 p.m.
Holidays: City offices closed for Christmas observance - December 24, 25, New 
Year’s Day - January 1, Martin Luther King Jr. Day - January 21
All activities are at City Hall, 4401 Xylon Ave. N. unless otherwise indicated. 

Agendas and minutes for meetings are available on the city’s website.  
Schedule is subject to change. Call 763-531-5117 for more information.

Food and toy drives
City employees are sponsoring holiday 
food and toy drives again this year, now 
through Dec. 13. 
Unopened, nonperishable food items, 
and cash or check donations, will be 
accepted at drop-off sites at New Hope 
City Hall, 4401 Xylon Ave. N, and and 
the New Hope Public Works Mainte-
nance Facility at 5500 International 
Parkway. Drop-off site hours are Mon-
day through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. Donated food will be delivered to 
NEAR for distribution to local families 
in need before the holidays.
New, unwrapped toys for children of 
all ages will be accepted for the holi-
day toy drive sponsored by the New 
Hope Police Department. Items may be 
dropped off 24 hours a day in the Po-
lice Department lobby, 4401 Xylon Ave. 
N. (lower level). Donated items will be 
delivered to NEAR and Toys for Tots, 
and cash donations will be accepted to 
support “Shop with a Cop”.

Election Day Results
The 2018 Election Day results are in, 
and 9,779 New Hope residents cast bal-
lots in the November 6, 2018, General 
Election. 
Voter turnout in New Hope was ap-
proximately 75%. By comparison, that’s 
15% more voters than the most recent 
similar election in 2014. That year, 
7,468 residents voted.
New Hope had two at-large city offices 
on the ballot, and Council Members 
John Elder and Jonathan London were 
reelected to their seats on the New 
Hope City Council for another term.

Outdoor skating rinks
Lace up your skates and get out and 
enjoy some clear, crisp winter weather 
on an outdoor ice rink at one of four 
New Hope parks this winter.
Parks maintenance staff will flood 
rinks in Liberty Park at 60th and Get-
tysburg avenues, Civic Center Park at 
44th and Xylon avenues, Lions Park at 
38th and Oregon avenues, and Hid-
den Valley Park at 32nd and Boone 
avenues.
The rinks are scheduled to open on  
Dec. 15, weather permitting. Each park 
will have a rink for leisure skating and 
a separate rink, surrounded by boards, 
for hockey. Each park will also have a 
warming house.
Regular warming house hours are 5 to 
9 p.m. Monday through Friday, 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. and 6 to 9 p.m. on Saturdays, 
and 1 to 5 p.m. on Sundays.
Expanded warming house hours are 
scheduled on school vacation days – 
from 1 to 5 p.m. and 6 to 9 p.m. Hours 
are reduced around the holidays – 
from 1 to 3 p.m. on Dec. 24 and 31 and 
closed on Christmas and New Year’s 
days.
New Hope’s rinks and warming houses 
are scheduled to remain open until 
Feb. 18, if weather permits.

New Hope Snowman/
Snow Sculpture Contest
Have some fun in the snow! The New 
Hope Citizen Advisory Commission is 
sponsoring the second-annual snow-
man/snow sculpture contest this win-
ter. Residents are invited to create a 
snowman or snow sculpture and then 
submit a photo of their masterpiece 
anytime between now and March 31, 
2019. More than one entry is okay! You 
can work as an individual, a family, a 
neighborhood or even a work group. 
Open to all ages! 
Please email your photo to NH-
ParkandRec@newhopemn.gov and 
include your name, address and a 
title for your creation. Prizes will be 
awarded after the contest. Please note 
that prizes will be limited to  
New Hope residents or businesses.



Safety Tip
of the Month

Recreation Corner
Skate with Santa!
Families are invited to Skate with Santa on Friday, Dec. 14, from 6:30 to 8 p.m., 
at the New Hope Ice Arena, 4949 Louisiana Ave N. Hot chocolate and cookies 
will be served and Santa will be available for pictures. There will also be a skat-
ing exhibition featuring students from the New Hope Skating School from 6:15 
to 6:30. Attendees are encouraged to bring a non-perishable food item for the 
NEAR food shelf. The fee is $4 per person at the door. For those who don’t have 
skates, skate rental is available for only $3. 

Winter Break Sports Camps  
Soccer Camp
Boys and girls are invited to participate in this fun and instruction-filled soccer 
camp running Dec. 27 and 28 from 10 a.m. to noon. Players in grades 3-6 will 
focus on dribbling, passing, shooting and basic tactics. All learning will involve 
game-like activities to keep the players moving. The camp will be led by Cooper 
girls’ head coach Nic Wetherall, his staff and players.
Volleyball Camp
Girls in grades 6-8, work on improving your volleyball skills over winter break! 
Serving, passing, hitting, digging and blocking will all be covered in this fast-
paced camp taking place Jan. 3 and 4 from 10 a.m. to noon. The camp will be led 
by the Cooper High School coaching staff and players.
Cost for either camp is $36 for local residents and $43 for nonresidents. Both 
camps will be held at New Hope Community Gyms, 8230 47th Ave N.

Open gym basketball during winter break
The New Hope Community Gyms will be open from 1 to 3 p.m., on Dec. 26 and 
Jan. 2, for kids in grades 3 to 8 to play pickup games or just shoot some hoops. 
Please bring your own ball. The Community Gyms are located at 8230 47th Ave 
N. The fee is just $2 per day at the door.

Movie and skating at the Ice Arena
Families, come and enjoy the PG movie “D2: The Mighty Ducks” for free on 
Jan. 3 from 1-3 p.m. Dress warm and bring a blanket, to sit on the bleachers 
in the North Rink at the New Hope Ice Arena to watch the movie on a jumbo 
screen. Open Skating will be available from 12-1 p.m. on the South Rink ($4 per 
person). Youth under 18 must be accompanied by an adult. Concessions will be 
sold. Sponsored by Armstrong Cooper Youth Hockey Association.

For more information about these programs, or to register, call the  
New Hope Parks and Recreation office at 763-531-5151.

Construction of the new New Hope 
Police Station and City Hall continues to 
progress on schedule. Those who have 
come by the site on Xylon Ave. recently 
are getting a strong sense of what the 
outside of the building will look like. 
Here are the latest construction updates:
Temporary enclosures are in place at 
all openings, including garage doors, 
so temporary heat can be turned on for 
indoor construction in the winter.
Underground sanitary and storm water 
utilities are complete at the south eleva-
tion and fire station parking lot.
Windows and curtain walls on the city 
hall side are finished and glass is set in 
place. The glazing crews are now install-

ing frames and glass on the police side.
Much of the facility’s concrete has now 
been poured, including the ramps and 
steps inside the Council Chambers, and 
all the interior slabs.
In December on the city hall side, in-
wall electrical and plumbing is sched-
uled to be completed, along with instal-
lation of HVAC duct work. Placement 
of fire sprinkler piping is also currently 
underway.
On the police station side, EPDM roof-
ing is now complete, and the helical piles 
for the sally port are finished. 
Stud framing has begun on both the 
city hall and police sides, and gypsum 
wallboard is now being installed.

Winter Driving Tips 
As December begins, so too does the 
winter driving season. Minnesotans 
know there are plenty of challenges 
that can come with being on the road 
in the winter. As this time of year be-
gins, it’s a good chance to take a look 
at a few driving tips from the Minne-
sota Department of Transportation:
Be Able to See and Be Seen 
Clean frost and snow off all windows, 
mirrors, lights and reflectors. Equip 
your car with good wiper blades and 
keep an ample supply of windshield 
washer fluid.
Get a Feel for the Road 
When you first start out, accelerate 
carefully to test wheel-spin, and brake 
gently to test skidding.
Be Gentle 
Use the accelerator and brakes slowly 
to maintain control of your vehicle. 
Fast acceleration can make wheels spin 
on ice and snow. Brake with a gentle 
pumping action. Stepping too hard 
on the pedal will lock the brakes and 
cause loss of steering control.
Increase Your Following Distance 
Ice or snow can multiply your stopping 
distance up to ten times.
Make Turns Slowly and Gradually 
Heavily traveled intersections can 
become “polished” and slick. Brake 
before you come to a curve, not while 
you are in it.
Turn in the Direction of the Skid 
If the rear of your car begins to slide, 
turn into the direction of the skid.  
Expect a second skid as the car 
straightens out, and be prepared to 
counter this sliding action.
Scattered Slippery Spots 
Icy spots on the road surface can cause 
loss of steering control. Do not use 
your brake. Take your foot off the gas 
and steer as straight as possible until 
your car slows to a safe speed.
Avoiding a Collision 
In an emergency situation, you can 
intentionally steer your car off the road 
and into a snow bank. You may get 
stuck, but you’ll avoid a crash.

City Hall and Police Station Construction Update 


